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All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States and of the state wherein they reside.

The reason for adopting this clause was to validate
the corresponding part of the Civil Rights Act and put it
beyond repeal, in the event that the Republicans should
at some future time lose control of Congress.

In addition to the first section, as shown above, the
amendment provided that Representatives should be
apportioned among the several states according to popu-
lation, but that when the right to vote was denied in any
state to any of the male inhabitants who were twenty-
one years of age and citizens of the United States, except
for rebellion or other crime, the representation of such
state in Congress and the Electoral College should be
proportionately reduced. Also that no person should hold
any office under the United States or any state who, hav-
ing previously taken an oath to support the Constitution
of the United States, had engaged in insurrection or rebel-
lion against the same, but that Congress might, by a two-
thirds vote, remove such disability. Also that the validity
of the public debt of the United States should not be ques-
tioned, but that no debt incurred in aid of insurrection
or rebellion should ever be paid by the United States or
any state. The concluding section provided that Congress
should have power to enforce by appropriate legislation
the provisions of the article.

The Fourteenth Amendment passed the Senate June 8,
by 33 to 11, and the House June 13, by 138 to 36. Sum-
ner-had opposed it bitterly in debate because it dodged, as
he said, the question of negro suffrage; but when the vote
was taken he recorded himself in the affirmative.

The report of the committee giving the reasons for
their action was submitted on the 18th of June. It heldd in the rebellious dis-
